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As my time to leave started to draw near, my 
days became filled with last minute requests 
and programs that had been delayed.  How 
many times did I say, “I wish I had met you 
sooner?”  Zeray, the guide on our trip who 
was willing to speak with me in Amharic; 
Dorcas Wapukhulu from African Storybook in 
Nairobi on future collaborations; Yoseph and 
Amanuel from Adama Science and 
Technology, the experts on Koha; Kahsay 
and Seid from Imagine1Day, a non-profit 
that held an African Storybook program in 
Adwa before I arrived in August; Yonatan and 
Yogish from Mekelle University Information 
Science Department; and Hermella, the 12th 
grader with excellent English.   

On the last day in Axum, I found myself 
doing things for one last time, but instead of 
saying, “Goodnight, moon,” I was saying 
“Goodbye, stelae,” Goodbye, Sabean,” 
“Goodbye, Foundation,” “Goodbye, Axum.”  
“Goodbye” to the people who meant so 
much to me.   

Political Climate in Ethiopia.   

We have a new Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, 
the result of an unexpected resignation of 
the previous Prime Minster after a series of 
student protests.  Abiy is going full throttle 
on making changes.  That is a good sign, 

because he has opportunity now that he may 
not have later in his term of office.  The State 
of Emergency imposed on February 16 has 
been lifted, although I really did not feel the 
effects in small town Axum.  There was a 
blackout of Internet for the week that the 
12th graders took the national exam, a result 
of someone posting a copy of the exam on 
Facebook some time back.  The stakes are 
high for the test takers.  There is talk of 
partially privatizing both Ethiopian Airlines 
and Ethiotelecom, with the government 
remaining the largest stakeholder.  Disputed 
areas on the border between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea are being discussed.  There is 
concern, that Ethiopia is giving up too much 
in this case and protests are occurring.  All in 
all things are progressing, but flashpoints can 
occur on a moment’s notice or in a specific 
location.   

Embassy meeting in Bahr Dar   

I received a “save the date” for a meeting of 
Fulbright Scholars and the new 
Ambassador’s Distinguished Scholars in Bahr 
Dar, the home of Lake Tana, the source of 
the Blue Nile, and Blue Nile Falls.  In my 
many trips to Ethiopia, it is one place that I 
had not had an opportunity to visit.  It was off 
limits during my time as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer and did not happen to fall on the 

itinerary on subsequent visits.  It was an 
opportunity that I couldn’t afford to miss, 
although it backed up to a much delayed 
workshops in Adama and Debre Birhan.   

I traveled to Bahr Dar a day early to see the 
sights.  I took a boat trip to the monastery 
and saw the tips of ears of hippos in the 
shallow parts of the lake. The church at the 
monastery was beautiful and not surprisingly 
there were vendors selling crafts along the 
way.   

 

Farewell, Ethiopia 
by Janet Lee  
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That afternoon I took a trip to Blue Nile Falls.  
Although it was the dry season, the falls were 
still beautiful. As I climbed into the boat, a 
group of four girls tried to take photos of me 
surreptitiously.  I invited them to join me in 
their selfies and took a few with my camera.  
They appeared to be color coordinated and 
off to take photos at the falls.  I joined them 
there as well.  I am not too sure what it is 
about young girls taking photos with me.  I 
think it is my hair.  It is “natural.”  

 

 

 

 

 

It was good to meet the other Fulbrighters 
and to learn about the Ambassador’s 
Distinguished Scholars Program.  The ADSP 

is a new program out of the American 
Embassy, but funded by both Bahr Dar 
University and Gondar University.  The 
Scholars, mostly professors, come for a 
semester at a time.  It is a new program and 
they are working out the kinks such as salary 
distribution and housing.  I was approached 
by the President of Gondar University, 
Desalegn Mengesha, to consider applying to 
the program, which I have done.  He is very 
impressive, forward thinking, and a strong 
advocate for the library.  I have many 
decisions to make upon my return to the U.S.  

I also took time out to visit the American 
Corners library at the public library in 
Gondar.  I have been trying to convince the 
American Embassy to put an American 
Corners or its current model at the Axumite 
Heritage Foundation Library. The Embassy 
provides database access, magazine 
subscriptions, electronic equipment, and a 
maker space complete with robotics. 

The library had a small children’s library in 
the compound and much outdoor seating 
and shelters in which the students could read 
and use Wifi.

 

 

 

 

 

African Storybook workshops.  After an 
overnight in Axum, I was headed back down 
to Addis to meet with Jeglalo Guye, the 
Executive Director of Adama Sister Cities 
(partnering with Aurora Colorado). Jeglalo 
was the ultimate host and coordinated the 
events with the city libraries and the 
university library.   

 

I was quite touched when I entered the 
meeting space to be greeted by a Colorado 
flag. Jeglalo made a special trip to the 
American Embassy to purchase it. 

 

Mezemir Girma, Dorcas Wepukhulu, and I 
gave a day-long presentation at Adama 
Science and Technology University on 
children’s book publishing and on the African 
Storybook project.  It was an enthusiastic 
audience and participants gathered together 
to write stories that could possibly be turned 
into books for ASb. Dorcas felt that there 
were several potential stories to come out of 
the workshop.  
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I had an opportunity to renew acquaintances 
with the Library Director, Tagel Aboner, and 
meet two librarians, Yoseph Bizuneh and 
Amanuel Asmelash, the leading experts in 
Koha (online catalog platform).  They were 
heavily involved in the installation of Koha 
software at Gondar University and are 
currently under sub-contract to install RFID 
in Gondar.  Should I decide to accept a 
position at Gondar, I would be working 
closely with them.  

 

 

 

Midako Press  

 I was fortunate to have met Tsion Kiros, 
Founder of Midako Press, early in my stay.  
Facebook can be amazing.  As a publisher, 
she has been able to create a number of high 
quality children’s books in first language, 
most specifically in Amharic, although she 
does have one title in Afaan Oromo.  Some 
of her books are available on Amazon, and 
more soon will be as she has time.  She has 
been combining children’s literature with 
literacy in publishing a number of decodeable 
books using the Fidel.  Thus far I have five 
sets, each set focusing on one of the seven 
orders. There will be eight total sets of 5 to 
10 books. They are printed in black and a 

single color ink with simple illustrations. As 
she is testing them in schools, she is finding 
that the children are quickly picking up on 
reading the text.  

  

 

She has a number of chapter books for 
slightly older readers.  Several are in English 
and in Amharic.  There is one title, “Back in 
Time to the Battle of Adwa” that I believed 
should be available in Tigrigna, the language 
spoken in Tigray, the region in which Adwa is 
located.  Believing that a storybook about 
Adwa should be in the local language, I 
commissioned Midako Press to have the 
book translated into Tigrigna and they have 
agreed.  Hopefully, this will become a 
popular title now available in English, 
Amharic and Tigrigna. 

 

 

Axumite Heritage Foundation Library (ቤት 
መጻሕፍት) 

“Soft” Opening The Library opened its doors 
on May 7 to a full house.  The main reading 
room was filled to capacity as was the 
Chromebook Lab.  Students waited in line 
outside to gain access as soon as there was 
an opening.   

First month stats (a partial month) of the 
Chromebook lab were impressive with 100 
unique visitors, 1,228 visits (logins), and 
36,829 pages viewed.  Most popular days 
were Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  The 
most popular database was Boundless Books 
(an open educational resource) followed by 
Grades 10 and 11 of the Ethiopian curriculum 
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and the Ethiopian plasma videos for Grade 11 
biology.  Unlike in American libraries, the 
students are extremely quiet with much self-
policing.  Other areas of the library will open 
as soon as increased staffing becomes 
available.  The library is open from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. (2:00 to 2:00 Ethiopian time) Monday 
through Saturday.  Initially WiFi worked very 
well, but was sporadic later, a country-wide 
problem. 

   

Visitors  

My sons came!  I met them in Addis and we  
toured Addis Ababa on our own, visiting the 
National Museum (and Lucy), the Institute of 
Ethiopian Studies, the Red Terror Martyr’s 
Museum, and Trinity Church (where both 
Haile Sellasie and the late Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi are entombed).   

 

We flew to Axum where we were met by 
Asgedom Tazeze, a close friend and the tour 
operator for Selam Ethiopia Tours 
http://selamethiopiatours.   

 

The next day, tour guide Zeray took us to the 
Axum historical sites including the stelae, 
Queen of Sheba palace, Queen of Sheba 
Baths, and the Ezana stone, a large slab of 
rock inscripted in three languages, and the 
St. Mary of Tsion Church.  

  

Asgedom treated us to a wonderful dinner 
and cultural night at Antika, where there was 
a wide array of dances and music from 
different regions.   

 

The boys took a day trip to Debre Damo, 
where they climbed a rope up to a 
monastery…..no females allowed…..where 
they saw more manuscripts and religious 
artifacts.  

 

We then traveled with our guide to Gondar 
and walked among the Gelada monkeys, a 
highlight of the trip, and later met with 
Fulbright friends for dinner at the Four 
Sisters.   

 

 

 

Then off to Lalibela for two days of visiting 
the historic rock-hewn churches.   

http://selamethiopiatours/
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And finally back to Addis with a quick trip up 
to Entoto Mountain to visit a church and a 
ride through the Merkato, formerly the 
largest open air market in Africa, where we 
did stop off long enough to see spices. 

 

The tour could not have been better 
executed and well planned.  The hotel 
accommodations were excellent, the 
restaurants were varied and many had 
excellent views, and WiFi was for the most 
part stable.  Selam Ethiopia Tours is the best 
http://selamethiopiatours.com 

And a week later my sister arrived!  Her stay 
was short because she was enroute to 
Nairobi, and Axum was an opportunity not to 
be missed. Since she had limited time, we 
focused the visits to the historical sites 
around Axum, using the same excellent 
touring company (Selam Ethiopia Tours) and 
the same guide.  What can I say?  We were 
together for seven days just a week before.  
We bonded!  

  

Since we had a full Saturday together, we 
went on our own and visited my library 
project, took in the basket market, and the 
full market, with several opportunities to see 
camels.   

 

Final Farewell.   

Dr. Tsehaye, Founder of the Axumite 
Heritage Foundation, postponed his trip to 
Addis in order to be present at my farewell 
dinner.  Several dignitaries were there as 
were the entire Foundation Library Staff.  I 
was presented with several certificates and a 
beautiful Ethiopian dress.  

  

Now I am headed back to the U.S., having 
completed my immigration matters.  I hope 
to ease back into American life by taking a 
side trip to New Orleans for the American 
Library Association conference, where I will 
present a poster on the Fulbright Experience 
and receive recognition at the International 
Librarian’s reception for the IRRT Mission 
Enhancement Grant in support of the 
Chromebook Lab at the Axumite Heritage 
Foundation Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


