
The CAL International Library and Cultural Exchange Interest has a new logo!  
Thanks to the very talented Stephanie Myers from High Plains Library District who 
designed the logo to an enthusiastic response from the ILCE Steering Committee.   
The logo integrates three important elements of ILCE:   

• The book represents our library world as the base of our work (yes, we know 
libraries have more than books, but books are still an important symbol for us). 

• The globe represents our international scope.  We are prepared to work with libraries anywhere in the world.  As 
an example, the three grants recently made reach three different areas of the world:  East Africa, Eastern Europe, 
and Latin America (see article on grants later in this newsletter). 

• The dancing people represent our commitment to improving understanding and awareness of different cultures 
through libraries -- in Colorado and around the world. 

Thanks to Stephanie for capturing the essence of ILCE in our new logo. 
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Save the dates: 

• IFLA.  Wrocław, Poland,  August 19-25, 2017 

• Colorado Association of Libraries (CALCON) 
October 12-14, 2017 

• ALA Midwinter, Denver, CO February 9-13, 
2018 

• ALA Annual, New Orleans, LA June 21-26, 2018  

• Sister Cities International Annual Conference, 
Aurora, CO July 31-August 4, 2018 
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ILCE-IG Adopts New Logo 

CAL-ILCE-IG Awards $3,000 in Grants to Support 
Cultural Understanding and Programming Activities  

The CAL International Library Cultural Exchange Interest Group is pleased to announce 2 programs will receive 
$1500 each  in grant funding.  The grants were approved by the CAL Board of Directors on August 11, 2017. 

The purpose of the grant focus on two main goals: 

• Support individual and library partnerships and activities that enhance cultural understanding 

• Support cultural programming and activities that celebrate ethnic and immigrant cultures in Colorado 
 
The scope of the grants is global and  encourages projects that foster relationships between Colorado libraries and 
those of other countries; helps develop and maintain libraries for the use of disadvantaged communities in foreign 
countries;  celebrates international cultures through cooperation with libraries in other countries; and celebrates non-
dominant cultures living in Colorado. 

Continued on pg. 3 
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Library Group Visits Bulgarian Libraries    

Librarians from Colorado and Iowa visited libraries and cultural sites in 
Bulgaria this year on a tour hosted by Nancy Bolt.   In additional to cultural 
history, national festivals, and great food, we visited three libraries:  the 
Bulgarian National Library, the Zahariy Knyazheski Regional Library in 
Stara Zagora, and the Iskra Public Library in Kazanluk. 

National Celebration of Ste. Ste. Kiril and Methodius 

These two Bulgarian brothers, St. Kiril and St. Methodius, created the 
prototype of the Bulgarian alphabet.  They are also the patron saints of 
education and Bulgarian culture and literature.  Most libraries are closed or 
hold celebrations of the Bulgarian alphabet and literature.  There is a 
parade down the main streets of Sofia, the capitol, culminating at the 
statues of Kiril and Methodius in front of the national library.  People line up 
behind barriers, church leaders pray, the military marches, the Minister of 
Education makes a speech and lays a wreath at the base of the statues, 
children sing songs, and the President --- the PRESIDENT – makes a 
speech and places a giant wreath before the statues. When the speeches 
are over, the barriers come down, and everybody pushes forward to place 
their flowers at the foot of the statues.  

Another library we visited was the Zahariy Knyazheski Regional Library in 
Stara Zagora.   The library is part of the city government and is housed in its 
building.   It is also one of the few newly renovated libraries in Bulgaria.  
The Regional Library was one of the partner libraries in the original 
American Bulgarian Library Exchange (ABLE) State Department grants and 
was also a major recipient of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Global 
Library Grants.  They received a computer training center as part of the 
Global Libraries grant and you can still see the Global Libraries sticker on 
the backs of the computers.  

The final library we visited was the Iskra Public Library in Kazanluk.   
Kazanluk is in the Valley of the Roses and the Valley of the Thracian Kings.   
The International Rose Festival is the first week in June every year and was 
the main destination of our visit.   Anna Kozhuharova, library director, 
welcomes us each year to hear about their recent activities and to tour the 
library.  Anna is a city leader and very involved in the Rose Festival but 
takes time to visit with us.  Anna had prepared a power point about the 
year’s activities, highlighting a cultural festival they sponsored with singing 
and dancing.  Anna provided all of us with a bag of gifts and we toured the 
library.  One highlight of the visit was to be able to view some of the books 
in their rare book collection. 

By Nancy Bolt 

Bulgarian President 
Rumen Radev speaks  

Children wait to put 
flowers by the statues  

Sofia residents place 
their flowers after the 
speeches 

Our group in front of 
the Regional Library 

Computer training 
room  

Children’s room  

Rare book from the 
Iskra Public Library 

Romance novels are 
popular worldwide  

Kazanluk was also the 
recipient of a grant for a 
computer lab from the 
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation 

Anna is very proud 
of her support of the 
United Nations 
Sustain Develop-
ment Goals 

Anna and her staff and our group in the Children’s 
Room at the Iskra Public Library  



One could not have asked for a better group of travelers than the class of Emporia State University School of Library 
and Information Management (SLIM), led by faculty member, Nancy Bolt, to Bulgaria in early May.  Travelers included 
students Natalie Allen, Tami Chapman, Michelle Davis, April Hernandez, Michele Hjorting, Holley Larsen, Sara Moore, 
Robyn Rhoton, Marjorie Snyder, Tomoe Urano and Rachael Ward. Mentors included Janet Lee and Barb Thorne.  
SLIM representative Lindsey Warner provided much needed logistical support.  Stefan, the guide extraordinaire, kept 
the group on track, provided historical background of the sites, served as interpreter on an as needed basis, had a 
great sense of humor and was a wonderful storyteller. 

Eleven full days were packed with visits to libraries, ancient cultural sites, churches, educational institutions, and mu-
seums.  Libraries included the National Library in Sofia, the Plovdiv and Kazanlak Public Libraries, Sofia University 
Library, Stara Zagora Regional Library, the Shalom Aleyhem Chitalisthe, as well as a number of school libraries.   

Students were welcomed to a cocktail reception after the official opening of National Library week.  

Cultural sites included the Thracian tomb in Kazanlak (UNESCO List), Madara Horseman (another UNESCO List), and 
an ancient Roman stadium (2nd century AD).  A special highlight was the “singing grannies” who sang traditional songs 
and demonstrated the art of local bread making.    

There were many opportunities to interact with other students and with librarians throughout the tour.  
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We are pleased to award grants to the following three programs: 

• $1500.00 to Janet Lee, Dean of the Library at Regis University.  While in Ethiopia as 
a Fulbright Scholar, Ms. Lee will facilitate workshops on publishing children’s books 
in local Ethiopian languages in cooperation with the African Storybook project 

• $1500.00 to Jimena Sagas, Liaison Librarian, CSU-Fort Collins and Rita Puig, Ref-
erence Librarian Regis University to host presentations by Asunción Mendoza 
Becerra  from Mexico, to help foster the exchange of ideas and comradery among 
Colorado librarians and Mexican librarians. 

ILCE-IG Hosts International Reception at CALCON 

The CAL International Library and Cultural Exchange (ILCE) Interest Group will again 

host an International Reception at CAL.  This year the reception will be on Friday, 

October 13, from 6pm – 8pm.  Stop by Nancy Bolt’s suite in the Embassy Suites for 

soft drinks, an adult beverage, and an appetizer before you go on to dinner.   Photos 

from last year show the ICLE Steering Committee serving beverages and IFLA 

President, Donna Scheeder, mingling with guests.  Scheeder was a keynote speaker at 

CALCON 2016.   Stop by Nancy’s booth at CAL for an invitation with the room number 

on it. 

Continued from pg. 1 

Janet Lee (center) in a cloth book workshop in 
Ethiopia  

The ILCE-IG Board at the reception in 
2016. 

At the reception with Donna Scheeder, IFLA 
President 

Plovdiv Public Library, Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria 

 

Rita Puig, Asunción Mendoza 
Becerra, and Jimena Sagas 
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We’re on the web: 

ilceig.wordpress.com/ 

 

Focus on a Project:  African Storybook Project  

Librarians and educators in Ethiopia are addressing the critical shortage of children’s reading materials in local 
languages through the African Storybook project (http://www.africanstorybook.org). The ASb website has sto-
ries in over 100 African languages.  An open access license allows authors and translators to upload new sto-
ries or to translate existing stories into other African languages.  Currently 129 books out of 4420 titles have 
been published in three of the Ethiopian languages:  Afaan Oromo, Amharic, Tigrigna.   

Books can be read online, downloaded to a device or  printed.   

Writing workshops are being planned for across the country at local libraries and educational facilities.  

The project is an initiative of Saide, a registered Non-Profit Organisation governed by a Trust and based in 
Johannesburg. 

The International Library and Cultural Exchange Interest 
Group (ILCE-IG) grew out of the American-Bulgarian 
Library Exchange Project (1996-2011), which sought to 
create connections and cooperation between American 
and Bulgarian libraries.  The ILCE-IG has extended its 
scope to encourage projects that foster relationships be-
tween Colorado Libraries and those of other countries, to 
help build and maintain libraries in communities over-
seas, and to celebrate non-dominant cultures across 
Colorado. 
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Who We Are  

Be Social:  Like us on Facebook:   

https://www.facebook.com/ilceig   

Amharic Children reading African Storybooks at Ras 
Abeba Library in Debre Birhan, Ethiopia 

Afaan Oromo 
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