
Itinerary to Nicaragua November 7-16, 2015 

Sponsored by the Colorado Association of Libraries and 

the International Library Cultural Exchange-Interest 
Group. 

Join us on an exciting trip to Nicaragua, a mostly rural, 

developing country, with developing libraries. 

On this trip we will tour cultural sites including Masaya 
Volcano and its Natural History museum; the 16th century city of Granada, with its 

cathedrals and the Museo San Francisco with its large collection of pre-Columbian 
statues; and a visit to a pottery studio and a Clay to Kiln demonstration of the local 
and very famous pottery techniques.  

 
You will have a chance to visit rural and urban, large and small libraries.  You can 

volunteer and travel with the San Juan del Sur biblioteca movil on its regular route 
to 35 rural schools and communities and participate in the lending process. 
  

Participants can also spend time relaxing in San Juan del Sur, known for its pristine 
beaches and relaxed and festive nightlife.   You can visit local beaches, read by the 

hotel pool, fly through trees on a zipline, or have a massage at a local spa. 
 
A highlight of the trip will be the celebration of the San Juan del Sur Library’s 14th 

anniversary with a library festival for over 400 children, teachers, and librarians, 
culminated by an evening gala event. 

 
Be sure and visit the library’s website before you arrive to see the wide range of 

activities offered by this innovative library. For more information about the library, 
go to www.librariesforall.org. 
 

Here’s what we have planned during the trip.  It’s subject to change based on 
unforeseen events during this time period.   

 
Saturday, November 7 
 

Arrive in Managua.  Our airport shuttle will transport you to the Hotel Camino Real 
to meet our hosts Jane Mirandette and Edwin Vasquez.   (Note:  Tour participants, 

who are willing, can bring an extra suitcase of books and supplies for the library.  
The Hester J. Hodgdon Libraries for All Program will pay the cost.) 
 

Sunday, November 8 
 

After breakfast at the Camino Real hotel and visiting with the hotel’s parrots, a 
comfortable van takes our group touring through Managua.  Stops include the Old 
Cathedral area and Palacio Nacional, a cultural and historical center and the 

headquarters of the National Library Network. 
 

http://www.librariesforall.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hub/67369/file-432355885-jpg/images/nicaragua-english-teaching-volcanoe-view-med.jpg?t%3D1428417294692&imgrefurl=http://www.internationalteflacademy.com/nicaragua-english-teaching-jobs&h=280&w=400&tbnid=DaKcud5uMFd-IM:&zoom=1&docid=pSPPIRtXQ7Ez5M&ei=1lgnVf2wNsyRsAX3xYCYAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CHMQMyg3MDc


After a tour of the waterfront Salvadore Allende Port, we will have lunch at one of 
the tipico Nicaraguan restaurants. Then, off to the 16th century city of Granada, 

stopping along the way to visit the Masaya Volcano and Natural History Museum. 
 

After a walking tour of the art galleries and street market of Granada’s Cathedral 
and Bell Tower Park, we will have dinner at the Zaquan Restaurant, a garden 
parriada (grill) with Carol Rea, the Director of the Puedo Leer Library.  Overnight at 

the Granada Alhambra or Corazon Hotel.  
 

Monday, November 9 
 
After a delicious breakfast at the hotel, we will tour Granada’s Museo San Francisco 

with its large collection of pre-Columbian artifacts followed by a visit to the Puedo 
Leer Library.  Lunch at the Garden Café. 

 
The afternoon will feature a boat ride in Lake Nicaragua with over 300 
small islands including a “monkey island” filled with (surprise) 

monkeys.  This afternoon we will also visit a grass roots library and 
children’s shelter on one of the islands and deliver the donated books 

and school supplies we brought from the U.S. 
 

In the late afternoon, we will travel to San Juan del Sur and check into Hotel Villa 
Isabela .  Explorer’s Guide to Southwest Nicaragua describes this hotel as a “truly 
excellent bed and breakfast boutique hotel filled with tasteful handmade 

furnishings.”   It also recognizes owner Jane Mirandette’s commitment to libraries 
acknowledging that “a portion of the very reasonable rate goes to operate SJDS’s 

first public lending library, Biblioteca Movil.” 
 
Dinner is at Timon’s on the beach for their “Take it Easy Monday” drinks and dinner 

with a special music event.   
 

Tuesday, Nov 10 
 

After breakfast at the Villa Isabella, we will tour the San 

Juan del Sur Public Library where library director Jane 
will describe the library’s history and its unique 

relationship with the Poudre River Library District, 
including the year-old joint automation project, hosted 
in Ft. Collins, Co, providing a catalog and circulation 

system to the library and pick-up truck bookmobile. 
After lunch by the pool at the Villa Isabella, the following 

activities will be available.   You will be asked to indicate your choice prior to your 
arrival in Nicaragua so that Jane can arrange them for us at a discount. 

 Visit an enrichment school program and assist students with their essays and 

poetry for the festival contest.  (You will need to speak Spanish to do this.) 
 Visit the Adelante English class program at the Biblioteca.  Help the students 

practice their English and attend a short program in English by the students. 
 Visit the local beach, get a massage at a local spa, or just relax until dinner. 



After dinner at a local seafood restaurant, those interested can attend the local 
Rotary meeting where the library’s program will be presented. Others may want to 

take advantage of local entertainment. 

Wednesday, November 11 
 

After breakfast at the Villa Isabella, we will travel with the 
biblioteca movil to visit local schools and visit with the 

children and teachers. There are two “bookmobiles” 
(really pick-up trucks!) that can take six of us at a time.   
Depending on the number of us on the tour, we may 

schedule these visits on Thursday as well. 
 

After a late lunch at Gata Negro, a local coffee shop and bookstore, you can: 
 Zip line with Da’ Flying Frog Nicaragua (additional charge of $25) 
 Enjoy the pools at the Pelican Eyes Resort by special arrangement by Jane. 

 Have massages or a manicure at a local spa  
 

Cultural Night & Buffet Dinner at Pelican Eyes Resort with a folk dancing group.  
 
 

Thursday, November 12 
 

In the morning we can visit additional local schools on the biblioteca movil. 
 
Other options for today include: 

 Boat tour on the bay and other water adventures (extra cost) 
 Swimming in the bay, relax by the pool, or have a spa visit 

 Help with preparations for the Saturday festival 
 
Close to San Juan del Sur is the La Flor Wildlife Refuge, home of a multitude of 

nesting turtles.   If the turtles are nesting, we will have the opportunity to go and 
silently watch.   There is an extra charge of $35 if this tour is available.  

 
Friday, November 13  
 

After breakfast, participate in or view children’s dress up parade to three local 
schools to announce the Anniversary Events.  Assist with final preparations for the 

Saturday celebration. 
 
Dinner is informal “chicken lady to go” (barbeque chicken cooked in front of a local 

house) with the library team and then Managua Girls Club setting up for the street 
fair and other activities.   

 
Saturday, November 14 

 
The Celebration!!  Help, participate in, or just enjoy 
the day’s many events including: 



 
 A coffee and crafting morning for many of the area teachers and the Board 

members of ANIBIPA, the Nicaraguan Library Association who always come 
to celebrate with us and give out the awards 

 Children’s street soccer competition, other games, and races for prizes.   
Watch as the children break the piñatas and make crafts.  Attend music 
performances.  

 
Lunch is Arroz con Pollo, prepared by local ladies and served by library staff and 

volunteers to all comers (usually about 500!).  We will have this lunch with the 
ANIBIPA members served at the Hotel Isabella.   
 

 
The afternoon will bring speakers and awards and a 

“gift of dance” in the park.  The celebration ends with 
the Biblioteca Birthday Cake.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate the end of the 
successful festival with a Gala fiesta with ANIBIPA 

members, invited guests, staff, and volunteers at El 
Globo Restaurant.  
 

 
 

Sunday, November 15 
 
After breakfast, those who wish can attend the Catholic Church service in Spanish 

or an optional walk around town.  After church we will visit the 100 ft. Jesus statue 
overlooking the town and bay. 

In the late morning, we leave 
beautiful San Juan del Sur behind 
and head back to Managua.  We will 

stop at the famous pottery village, 
San Juan de Oriente, and view a 
Clay to Kiln pottery demonstration 

by Juan Paulina and Asucenia 
Paulino and visit their studio. 

Lunch at Mi Ranchito in Catarina and visit Catarina Mirador for the spectacular view 

and final shopping stop. Travel to Managua stopping as we wish to see additional 
sites depending on people’s interests. Dinner at Donia Haydee’s mansion and check 
into Camino Real for final night. 

Monday, November 15 
We suggest you plan a flight in the late morning (American has one at 11am; 
United at 12:30.) 
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